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Council Meeting 

Minutes  
March 23, 2011 

 
Action Taken 

• Approval of December 8, 2010 Council meeting minutes  
 
Minutes 
The meeting was brought to order at 1:34 by Chair Terry Corrigan. 
 
The Chair extended a welcome to Island County Commissioner Kelly Emerson.   
 
Consent Agenda 
The December 8, 2010 Council meeting minutes received unanimous approval with no 
chages on a motion by CJ Seitz, seconded by Bill Thorn. 
 
Regional Competitiveness 
Gateway Pacific Terminal Project – Craig Cole and Meagan Watt of SSA Marine 
provided an informational presentation on the Gateway Pacific Terminal Project.  The 
project is expected to have a positive impact on Whatcom County’s economy, boosting 
the tax base and providing family-wage jobs, both during construction and subsequent 
operation exporting bulk commodities.  It is anticipated the project will be in operation by 
January 2015.  The Workforce Council’s involvement in the project may be in training 
the workforce needed for construction and operation of the terminal.  The presentation 
prompted a lively discussion.  Project information is available at 
www.gatewaypacificterminal.com.  
 
Chair / Executive Committee Report 

• National Association of Workforce Boards’ (NAWB) Annual Conference – Chair 
Terry Corrigan, Tonja Myers and Lori Province attended the February NAWB 
conference.  Terry reported the focus was on WIA reauthorization and training a 
skilled workforce to meet employer needs.  Tonja added insights, noting the national 
momentum to align Workforce Councils with economic development reflects our 
efforts locally.   

• Terry met with Congressman Rick Larsen on March 22 who was optimistic there 
would be a federal budget by April 8th, the end of the current Continuing Resolution.  
Larsen said the workforce system will most likely experience its share of reductions 
in funding, but promised to do what he can to preserve critical training dollars.   
 

Director’s Report 

• Gay reported Congressman Larsen has indicated interest in the marine 
manufacturing sector, and may ask the Workforce Council to convene a conference. 

• Introduction of the Council’s newest board member – Ron Nelson, Executive 
Director of the Island County Economic Development Council (replacing Sharon 
Hart, who retired).   
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• Board members’ attention was drawn to the newest Northwest Labor Area 
Summary, as well as the newly-issued NWC Report to the Community - 2010.   
• All twelve WDCs in the state submitted competitive proposals for the Governor’s 

10% funds for OJT.  Seven, including the Northwest Workforce Council, received 
funding at 74% of their requested amount.  The NW WDA will receive $183,554. 

• Kit Vonnegut, NWC staff, was recognized for his long service to the organization 
upon his upcoming retirement. 

 
Program and Business Compliance 
Executive Director Gay Dubigk reported the state Workforce Board (WTB) extended the 
end date of current local workforce system Strategic Plans to June 30, 2013, and local 
WIA/Wagner-Peyser Operations Plans to July 2012. 
 
Oversight of System Quality 

• Gay reported the Quarterly WorkSource System Performance report was sent, over 
the Chair’s signature, to Senators Murray and Cantwell, Congressman Larsen, all 
twelve of the state Senators and Representatives and all Local Elected Officials from 
our four-county area.  The report, with an executive summary, will be sent each 
quarter from now on, to keep our elected officials aware of NWC’s role in system 
oversight and communicating the consistently high performance levels by partners 
and programs in the Northwest.  

• Net Impact Study –Board members reviewed the report, which analyzes the value of 
WIA programs, and documents significantly improved employment outcomes and 
higher earnings for individuals receiving WIA program services, as compared to 
those who do not.  It was noted Washington State’s workforce system is one of the 
highest performing in the nation. 

 
Regional Competitiveness 
Retooling Washington’s Workforce–  Terry summarized Executive Committee 
discussion of the state Workforce Board initiative, touching on its three main elements:  
1) Coordinated outreach to Unemployment Insurance Exhaustees, 2) Emphasis on on-
the-job training, and 3) Coordinated employer outreach combined with improved job 
referral and skills matching.  OJT has been a staple training option for the NWC, and is 
now receiving renewed emphasis.  Board members were asked to consider inviting 
state Workforce Board Chair Cindy Zender to a future Council meeting to discuss the 
initiative.  

 
Communication and Advocacy  
• Congressional and Executive Branch Budget Proposals – Gay provided a review of 

the budget situation, noting that despite strong Administration support for 
reauthorization and funding of WIA, funding reductions are expected.  Bellingham 
Technical College President Patty McKeown and Skagit Valley College President 
Gary Tollefson outlined the effects of current and expected budget reductions on 
their institutions, as did Kathy Howell,Director of Cascades Job Corps Center and CJ 
Seitz, ESD Area Director.  There was discussion of the budget difficulties being 
faced by everyone in the workforce system. 
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• Chair Corrigan advised board members they are free to act individually in contacting 
elected officials to support continued funding of workforce development, and pointed 
to a sample letter provided in the meeting packet for that purpose.  A sheet 
containing elected officials’ contact information was distributed.  Board member 
advocacy resources can be found on www.nwboard.org.  

 
Old Business: 
There was no old business. 
 
New Business: 
Skagit TechPrep’s annual Connecting Earning and Learning Education Workforce 
Conference will take place on April 22, at the Northwest Career and Technical Academy 
on the Skagit Valley College campus.  The event is sponsored by a variety of 
community partners, including the Northwest Workforce Council. 
 
Public Comment: 
There was no public comment. 
 
The meeting was adjourned by Chair Corrigan at 3:47 pm. 
 
Attendance:   
Board Members – Terry Corrigan, Tammie O’Dell, Ron Nelson, Rhea Nelson, CJ Seitz, 
Shirley Osborn, Del McAlpine, Shannon Eshnaur, Patty McKeown, Colonel Betz, Bill 
Thorn, Gary Tollefson, Carl Johnston, Don Wick, Jim Wells, Tonja Myers, Steve Koch, 
Jeff Kochman, Alerd Johnson (19) 
Policy Advisors – Kathy Howell 
Local Elected Officials – Chief LEO Ken Dalhstedt, Skagit County Commissioner, Kelly 
Emerson, Island County Commissioner 
Guests – Craig Cole, Megan Watt, SSA Marine 
Staff – Gay Dubigk, Alex Kosmides, Gary Smith, Kit Vonnegut 
 
 
 


