
Page 1 of 2 

 
 

Planning Committee Meeting 
Meeting Minutes 
February 19, 2014 

 
Action Taken 

 Approval of November 6, 2013 Planning Committee Meeting minutes 
 
Minutes 
The meeting was called to order by Steve Koch at 2:25pm 
 
Motion to approve November 6, 2013 Planning Committee minutes moved by Don Wick, seconded by Ron 
Nelson. Motion carried.  
 
Job Training Program Reform 
Vice President Joe Biden was given the job to direct an across-the-board review of how to reform federal job 
training programs. The efforts will focus on ensuring that training programs are job-driven and are focused on 
helping individuals attain the necessary skills to fill high-quality, in-demand jobs. It is yet to be determined how 
the review and reform will impact our workforce development system.  
 
Long Term Unemployed 
Congressman Rick Larsen will participate in a discussion hosted by the Opportunity Council in Whatcom County 
on February 20th, with discussion topics to include minimum wage, Unemployment Insurance extension, and 
issues associated with the long term unemployed. WorkSource Skagit and Whidbey offers services targeted to 
assist the long term unemployed, including a pilot intensive workshop series. Issues and barriers to re-
employment were discussed.  
 
Whidbey Naval Air Station 
Civilian jobs in Whidbey will be increased by 20% in the next few years. The Island County  Economic 
Development Association offered to partner with WorkSource in a training event to better help people complete 
the USA online job application in Langley and Whidbey.  
 
Whidbey Rapid Response 
Kmart and Hallmark stores in Oak Harbor, Whidbey are going out of business. Rapid response is being provided.  
 
Convening Northwest Alliance for Health Care Skills Employer Industry Panel March 13, 2014 
Bellingham Technical College and Whatcom Community College have grants to improve curriculum for 
healthcare occupations. The Northwest Alliance for Health Care Skills is convening a meeting March 13, 2014 at 
WorkSource Skagit to bring representatives from the colleges and regional medical clinics and long term care 
facilities together to discuss workforce issues. The event is by invitation only and is targeted to medical clinics 
and long term care facilities in the northwest region. A guest speaker will clarify legislation around Medical 
Assistants. The outcome of the meeting is to develop an action plan.  
 
Bellingham Technical College 2014 Manufacturing Summit March 4, 2014 
BTC will be hosting a Manufacturing Summit March 4th. The intention is to develop a solid action plan for 
program development and improvement to meet business needs.  Board members were invited to participate.  
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Apprenticeship Hands-on-Training Tour (HOTT) 
The HOTT will be held at Skagit Valley College on April 22nd – 24th. This event introduces the public to 
apprenticeship as a pathway to trades occupations and employment. Hands on experiential learning exhibits  
are provided by contributing partners and include: pipefitter and electrician programs; northwest labors union; 
aerospace joint apprenticeship program; iron workers; operating engineers apprenticeship; Labor & Industries; 
Puget Sound Energy; Snohomish PUD; and Premier WA.  
 
Aerospace and Air Washington Grant 
With Boeing staying in Puget Sound and manufacturing composite wings in Everett, a “Composite Alliance” of 
community and technical college, led by the Skagit Valley College’s and Everett Community College’s Centers of 
Excellence has been formed. The Community and Technical College’s Air Washington grant has expand training 
offerings. This is a strong collaboration in building training capacity: 140 students have been served under the 
Air Washington grant at Skagit Valley College. 
 
Old Business 
There was no old business. 
 
New Business 

 Economic Development Association of Skagit County will be working with train-the-trainers out of 
Snohomish on financial literacy program. Will connect to WorkSource.  

 Steve Koch raised awareness of the Washington Youth Academy in Bremerton, WA. A program started 
by the National Guard to get troubled youth ages 14-19 back on track. It has a 17 week residential 
‘bootcamp’ component and strong local business mentorship and follow-up. Enrollment is voluntary and 
outcomes seem strong.  

 
Public Comment 
There was no public comment. 
 
Meeting adjourned by Steve Koch at 3:45pm.  
 
Attendees:  
Committee Members:  Steve Koch, Rhea Nelson, Don Wick, Ron Nelson 
Staff:    Gay Dubigk, Alex Kosmides, Bonnie Chukwuka 
 


