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Full Council Meeting Minutes  
March 25, 2015 

Actions Taken:  
 Approval of  December 10, 2014 Full Council meeting minutes  

 Approval of Revision of WIA Policy 01-37 – Code of Ethics, Conflict of Interest & Protected Disclosure 
Policies 

 Endorsement of action by Chief Local Elected Official Commissioner Ken Dahlstedt requesting that 
Governor Inslee designate Whatcom, Skagit, San Juan and Island counties as a sub-state area under 
Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act for period July 1, 2015-June 30, 2017.  

 Endorsement of action by Chief Local Elected Official Commissioner Ken Dahlstedt requesting 
Governor Inslee to certify the Northwest Workforce Council to serve as the local Workforce 
Development Board for the same four county sub-state area.   

 Extension of the Northwest Workforce Council’s One-Stop Operator Agreement through June 30, 
2016. 

 Extension of the Northwest Workforce Council as service provider of Adult, Dislocated Workers and 
Youth programs through June 30, 2016. 

 
The meeting was brought to order at 1:30 p.m. by Chair Terry Corrigan.  At the outset of the meeting the 
Chair welcomed guests Jill Boudreau, Mayor of Mt. Vernon, Bob Hyde, Director, City of Mount Vernon 
Community and Economic Development Department, Mike Brennan of the Workforce Education and 
Training Coordinating Board and Robin Carroll, Member of the San Juan County Economic Development 
Council, who participated by phone.  
 

I. Consent Agenda 
There was unanimous approval of the consent agenda, on a motion by Bill Thorn and seconded by Alerd 
Johnson. 
 

II. Chair/Executive Committee Report  
Chair Terry Corrigan reminded the Board that pending action by the State Workforce Board regarding 
implementation of the new Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (‘Opportunity Act’) could have 
profound impact on how we do business locally.   
 
He reported that Commissioner Ken Dahlstedt is a voting member on Steering Committee established by 
the State Workforce Board for the Opportunity Act implementation.  In addition, Council Member Lori 
Province is staff to the Labor Representative on the Steering Committee, and so this Board is well 
represented in the implementation process.  The Chair asked both Commissioner Dahlstedt and Lori 
Province for their comments on the current work of the Steering Committee.  
 
Commissioner Dahlstedt reported that local areas are indicating they wish to maintain existing 
geographic designations and existing board structures.  He asked members to be attentive to 
implementation concerns from their constituents and keep in touch with him to assure local issues are 
addressed at the Steering Committee level. 
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Lori Province made the point that Sector Strategies are a point of emphasis in the new law, and that 
local Boards can best identify key sectors in their regions, and that these may be different from what the 
Governor might suggest from a statewide perspective.  
 

III. Chief Executive Officer Report  
Executive Director Gay Dubigk reported on the following. 

 Additional Dislocated Worker funds are being made available to this WDA from the state grantor 
agency, the Employment Security Department.  Funds come from two sources: unused funds 
that had been held at the state level to mitigate unforeseen dislocation events (“mitigation 
funds”), and funds that were allocated but unused in other areas of the state.  New funding: 
$127,863, for a new total allocation for local dislocated worker services of $858,878.   

 

 Negotiations are underway to provide funds for state and local planning for implementation of 
the Opportunity Act.  Initial discussion has focused on the use of Rapid Response funds for this 
purpose.  As yet, there has not been a decision on a formula for how the proposed planning 
funds will be distributed.  Gay will keep the board informed.  
 

Following her report on those issues, Gay next invited the Board to recognize and thank Colonel Betz, 
who is retiring from the Board after many years of service.  Colonel Betz served as Chair of the Board 
from 1997 through 2001, which included the challenging period of transition to the current legislation, 
the Workforce Investment Act.  Members shared their appreciation and Colonel Betz responded with 
recognition of the important work the Board continues to do.  
 

IV. Board Action on Opportunity Act Implementation Issues  
Next the Board reviewed descriptive background materials provided and discussed several key initial 
issues for Opportunity Act implementation:  the need for designation by the Governor of local 
geographic areas to serve as Workforce Development Areas under the new law; certification of a local 
Board for the designated areas; and, extension of the One Stop Operator Agreement and service 
provider agreements during the period of transition to full implementation of the Opportunity Act.   
There was discussion on how the issues were reviewed with the standing committees of the Board. 
   
1. Patty McKeown moved, and Tammie O’Dell seconded the following motion:  
 
Skagit County Commissioner Ken Dahlstedt, serving as the Chief Local Elected Official of the Northwest 
Workforce Development Area, shall request from the Governor designation of the Northwest 
Workforce Development Area (comprised of Whatcom, Skagit, San Juan and Island Counties) as a sub-
state area for the first two full program years of the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act, that 
is, for the period of July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2017, as provided by that Act, Chapter 2, section 
106(b)(2).   After discussion, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
2.  Patty McKeown moved, and Lori Province seconded the following motion: 
 
Skagit County Commissioner Ken Dahlstedt, serving as the Chief Local Elected Official of the Northwest 
Workforce Development Area, shall request from the Governor that the Northwest Workforce Council 
be certified as an Alternative Entity to serve as the local Workforce Development Board, as provided 
by SEC. 107. LOCAL WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT BOARDS, (i) (1) of the Workforce Innovation and 
Opportunity Act.  The motion passed unanimously.    
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3. Tammie O’Dell moved that the Board extend the Northwest Workforce Council’s One-Stop 

Operator agreement through June 30, 2016.  Jonathan Hefflinger seconded.  The motion passed 
unanimously.  

 
4. Lori Province moved that the Board approve an extension of the NWC as service provider of Adult, 

Dislocated Workers and Youth programs through June 30, 2016. Patty McKeown seconded.  The 
motion passed unanimously.  

 

V. Local Economic Development Issues – Presentation and Q&A 
 
Janicki Bioenergy Presentation – Peter and Susan Janicki  
The Chair next introduced and welcomed guests Peter and Susan Janicki, of Janicki Industries and Janicki 
Bioenergy, businesses headquartered in Sedro Woolley.   Peter and Susan presented an overview of the 
Janicki Bioenergy project to produce Omni Processors, equipment which produces safe drinking water 
from sewage, thereby helping solve two global health problems, clean water to drink and safe disposal 
of human waste.  
 
The project has been supported by the Gates Foundation which saw the need for creative solutions to 
these global health issues. The first of the locally manufactured Omni Processor units is now being 
installed in Dakar, Senegal.    
 
Peter and Susan outlined their plans for production of the processors, which have drawn overwhelming 
attention and interest throughout the world, given the impact this technology can bring.  Janicki 
Bioenergy is exploring local sites in Skagit County for the manufacture of this and other equipment, 
which could lead to thousands of jobs in production, research and development activities and related 
employment.   
 
Following lively discussion and Q &A, the Board provided its commitment to help support this local 
business in realizing its vision to operate its facilities locally, with its potential for sustained family wage 
jobs for our area.  The Board specifically offered to meet with the Janickis at a convenient time to 
explain further how Board, staff, and local partners can assist the business with workforce issues 
including assistance in hiring and training the many and varied workers a project of this scale will 
require.   
 
Make it In Washington Presentation – Mike Brennan, State Workforce Board  
Next, Mike Brennan of the State Workforce Board made a brief presentation on the Make It in 
Washington project.  This project, funded with a $2.7 million federal grant, is helping manufacturing 
businesses across Washington pay for worker training at nearly no cost.  The US Department of Labor is 
funding the training to boost skills of those who work at small and mid-sized manufacturers in 31 
counties in Washington.  
 
Short term classes and degree granting courses are offered to provide key employees with industry-
recognized credentials that help them advance their careers and build business profitability.  The classes 
are offered through distance programs available at Highline and Shoreline Community Colleges, and 
Washington State University.  All training is online and aimed at helping staff in even the most remote 
parts of the state acquire needed technology and leadership skills, while boosting productivity and 
advancing their career potential.  
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The counties covered under this grant include Skagit and Island in our region.  Mike encouraged Board 
members to help make information on this opportunity known to manufacturers in these counties.  
 

VI. Old Business 
There was no old business. 

 
VII.  New business  
There was no new business 
 

Public comment 
There was no public comment. 
 
The meeting was adjourned by the Chair, Terry Corrigan, at 3:15 pm. 
 
Attendance 
Board Members – Chair Terry Corrigan,  Lori Province, Colonel Betz, Alerd Johnson, Steve Koch, Del 
McAlpine, Patricia McKeown, Tonja Myers, Tammie O’Dell, Robin Plume, Bill Thorn, Don Wick, Ron 
Nelson, Bill Thorn, Kathy Howell, Kim Davis, Greta Kaas-Lent, Mike Riber, Shawna Unger, Hart Hodges, 
Commissioner Ken Dahlstedt, Jonathan Hefflinger  
 
Guests – Jill Boudreau, Mayor, Mount Vernon; Bob Hyde, Director, City of Mount Vernon Community 
and Economic Development Department; Peter and Susan Janicki, Janicki Bioenergy; Chris Johnson, 
Business Manager, Council of Laborers;  Dial in Guest –Robin Carroll, San Juan County Economic 
Development Council 
 
Staff – Gay Dubigk, Alex Kosmides, Gary Smith, Richard Dietz 
 
 


