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Area 12-Dec 12-Nov 11-Dec

Year-to-

Year 

Change

USA 7.6 7.4 8.3 -0.9

WA 7.7 7.3 8.5 -1.2

Whatcom 6.9 6.5 7.9 -1.4

Skagit 9.1 8.4 10.2 -1.8

Island 7.9 7.4 8.7 -1.3

San Juan 6.7 5.7 7.6 -1.9

Snohomish 6.7 6.9 8.0 -1.1

Unemployment Rate (Non Seasonally Adjusted) by Percent

Executive Summary 
  

 On a seasonally adjusted basis, 

preliminary estimates from the 

federal Bureau of Labor Statistics 

(BLS) indicate nonfarm 

employment in Washington fell 

by 7,900 from November 2012 to 

December 2012. BLS estimates 

the private sector lost 3,200 jobs 

over the month and the public 

sector lost 4,700 jobs.  

BLS estimates from December 

2011 to December 2012 show a 

total not seasonally adjusted job 

gain of 42,100 for the state. Over 

the year the private sector added 

42,600 jobs while the public 

sector lost an estimated 500 

jobs.  

 

Washington’s preliminary seasonally adjusted 

unemployment rate for December 2012 fell to 

7.6 percent. The estimated November 2012 

unemployment rate of 7.8 percent was revised 

down to 7.7 percent.  The December 2011 

unemployment rate was 8.6 percent.  BLS 

estimates of monthly job gains and losses are 

based on a survey of businesses. 



Page 2 - Northwest Washington Labor Area Summary for December 2012 - Washington State Employment Security 

Department: Labor Market and Economic Analysis. Data included subject to revision. 

 

Preliminary estimates are subject to revision. November 2012 jobs revisions: November’s 

preliminary estimated gain of 1,600 jobs was revised to a gain of 3,600 jobs.  Seasonal 

adjustment removes the effects of events that follow a more or less regular pattern each year. 

These adjustments make it easier to observe the cyclical and other nonseasonal movements in 

a data series.  

 

Review of National Labor Markets 

For the National Employment Situation Report for December 2012 please use the following link: 

http://stats.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/empsit.pdf 

Review of State Labor Market 

For the Washington State Employment Situation Report for December 2012 please use the 

following link: https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/economic-

reports/monthly-employment-report 
 

Agriculture Employment and Wage Report 

Each month, at least 15 percent of all agricultural producers are surveyed to gather information 

about the number of seasonal workers employed, types of crops, work activities and wages.  

https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/agricultural-

employment-and-wage-report 
 

Whatcom County 

Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS) 
The preliminary unemployment rate in Whatcom County (not seasonally adjusted) rose slightly 

from 6.5 percent (revised) in November to 6.9 percent (preliminary) in December 2012. The 

unemployment rate in December 2011 was 7.9 percent. 

 Compared to November 2012, the number of people counted as ‘employed’ decreased 
by 90 and the number of people counted as ‘unemployed’ or actively seeking work 
expanded by 450.  

 Initial claims for unemployment benefits in Whatcom County (not seasonally adjusted) 
rose from 1,452 in November to 1,914 in December 2012. The largest number of claims 
was filed by persons in construction-related occupations.  

 For more detail, see https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-
publications/industry-reports/industry-trends 

 

 

http://stats.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/empsit.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/economic-reports/monthly-employment-report
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/economic-reports/monthly-employment-report
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/agricultural-employment-and-wage-report
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/agricultural-employment-and-wage-report
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/industry-trends
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/industry-trends
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Whatcom County local area payroll jobs (Current Employment Statistics) 
Data: https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/regional-reports/labor-
area-summaries 

 
 
Nonfarm private payroll jobs in Whatcom County in December contracted by 700 jobs compared 

to November 2012. Year-over-year, the tally of nonfarm jobs is up by 2.1 percent or 1,700. 

 Year-over-year job gains were all attributable to hiring by private sector employers. 
Private sector employers added 1,700 jobs since December 2011, a 2.6 percent 
increase. 

 The only sector reporting one-month gains was trade transportation and utilities (+100).  

 From November to December 2012, losses were reported in the construction, 
manufacturing, and government sectors.    

Skagit County 

Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS) 
The preliminary unemployment rate in Skagit County (not seasonally adjusted) rose from 8.4 

percent (revised) in November to 9.1 percent (preliminary) in December 2012. The 

unemployment rate in December 2011 was 10.2 percent. 

 Compared to November 2012, the number of people counted as ‘employed’ decreased 
by 260 and the number of people counted as ‘unemployed’ or actively seeking work 
increased by 460. The labor market as a whole increased from November to December. 
The combination of a shrinking labor force and increasing number of unemployed led to a 
bump up in the unemployment rate for the month. 
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 Initial claims for unemployment benefits in Skagit County (not seasonally adjusted) fell 
from 1,158 in November to 1,134 in December 2012. The largest number of claims was 
filed by persons in construction-related occupations.  

 For more detail, see https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-
publications/industry-reports/industry-trends 

 

Skagit County local area payroll jobs (Current Employment Statistics) 
Data: https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/regional-reports/labor-
area-summaries 

 
 

In December, Skagit County nonfarm payrolls declined by an estimated 400 jobs. Year-over-

year, the tally of nonfarm jobs is up by 3.9 percent or 1,700. 

 Year-over-year job gains were primarily in the private sector. Private sector employers 
added 1,300 jobs since December 2011; a 4.0 percent increase. 

 From November to December 2012, private industry sectors lost 300 positions in 
aggregate. Government employment declined by 100. 

 All sectors reported growth from December 2011 to December 2012. The largest 
absolute gains were in government employment, and the largest proportional gains were 
made in leisure and hospitality. 

 

https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/industry-trends
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/industry-trends
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Island County  

Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS)  

The preliminary unemployment rate increased from 7.4 percent (revised) in November to 7.9 

percent (preliminary) in December 2012. The unemployment rate in December 2011 was 8.7 

percent. 

 Year-over-year, the number of employed decreased by 10 people while the number of 
unemployed decreased by 260. This resulted in the preliminary unemployment rate falling 
by 9.2 percent over the year.  

 Initial claims for unemployment benefits in Island County on a nonseasonally adjusted 
basis decreased from 362 in November 2012 to 321 in December.  

 To obtain the latest initial claims data for individual or all industries, go to the ESD 
website link below then select area and industry from the pull-down menus and then click 
on the UI claims graph for the data points. 

 For more detail see https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-
publications/industry-reports/industry-trends 

 

Island County local area payroll jobs (Current Employment Statistics) 
Data: https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/regional-reports/labor-

area-summaries

 
See table above for details on changes of payroll jobs. Total nonfarm jobs based in Island 

County increased by an estimated 280 positions over the year, or 1.9 percent. Between 

November and December of 2012, the jobs decreased by120 positions.  

https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/industry-trends
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/industry-trends
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 Total nonfarm jobs have grown by 280 positions over the same period last year with all 
the growth seen in the private sector, which are 380 new private sector jobs and a loss of 
100 government positions. 

 In spite of this growth over the 12 month period, the county did note a decrease in month-
over-month jobs data with a loss of 40 private sector jobs and another decrease of 80 
public sector positions from the state and local sectors.  
 

San Juan County 

Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS)  

The preliminary unemployment rate increased to 6.7 percent (preliminary) in December 2012 

from to 5.7 percent (revised) in the previous month. The unemployment rate in December 2011 

was 7.6 percent. 

 Over the year, the number of employed increased by 710 persons while the number of 
unemployed decreased by 30. This resulted in the preliminary unemployment rate falling 
by 11.8 percent over the year.  

 Initial claims for unemployment benefits in San Juan County on a nonseasonally adjusted 
basis decreased to 97 in December 2012 from 114 in November.  

 To obtain the latest initial claims data for individual or all industries, go to the ESD 
website link below then select area and industry from the pull-down menus and then click 
on the UI claims graph for the data points.  

 For more detail see https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-
publications/industry-reports/industry-trends 

 

San Juan County local area payroll jobs Current Employment Statistics) 
Data: https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/regional-reports/labor-
area-summaries

 
 

 

https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/industry-trends
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/industry-trends
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See table above for details on changes in numbers of payroll positions. Total nonfarm jobs 

based in San Juan County increased by 680 positions for a gain of 14.2 percent between 

December 2011 and December 2012.  

 San Juan County’s labor force is concentrated in the service sector with approximately 86 
percent of jobs in this sector, with the remaining 14 percent in goods producing. 

 Over the year, the jobs picture has rebounded since December 2011 with most gains 
seen in the private sector.   

 

 

 


