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Executive Summary 

 
On a seasonally adjusted 

basis*, preliminary 

estimates from the federal 

Bureau of Labor Statistics 

(BLS) indicate Washington 

added 5,000 nonfarm jobs 

from June to July 2012. 

BLS estimates the private 

sector added 6,300 jobs 

over the month and the 

public sector lost 1,300 

jobs.BLS estimates from 

July 2011 to July 2012 

show a total job gain of 57,000 for the state. Over the year, the private sector added an 

estimated 62,500 jobs, while the public sector lost an estimated 5,500 jobs.  

Washington’s preliminary seasonally adjusted unemployment rate for July 2012 rose to 8.5 

percent. The estimated 

June 2012 unemployment 

rate of 8.3 percent was 

unchanged. The July 2011 

unemployment rate was 

9.3 percent. 

BLS estimates of monthly 

job gains and losses are 

based on a survey of 

businesses. Preliminary 

estimates are subject to 

revision. 

July 2012 jobs revisions: 

June’s preliminary 

estimated gain of 10,200 jobs was revised to a gain of 12,200 jobs. Sectors with the biggest 

positive revisions were: government (1,500 jobs higher), other services (700 jobs higher), 

education and health services (400 jobs higher) and retail trade (300 jobs higher). Sectors with 
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the largest downward revisions were professional and business services (1,000 jobs lower), 

construction (900 jobs lower) and transportation, warehousing and utilities (700 jobs lower). 
 

 

Local Area Employment Statistics 

(LAUS)   

 

The figure titled Unemployment Rate, Not 

Seasonally Adjusted, shows a mix of 

increases and decreases throughout the 

geographic areas of focus. With the 

exception of Snohomish, the rates of 

change estimated were relatively flat. 

 

 

Review of National Labor Markets 

For the National Employment Situation Report for July 2012 please use the following link: 

http://stats.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/empsit.pdf.  

 

Review of State Labor Market 
For the Washington State Employment Situation Report for July 2012 please use the following 

link: https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/economic-reports/monthly-

employment-report 
 

 

Agriculture Employment and Wage Report 

https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/agricultural-

employment-and-wage-report 
 

 

Whatcom County 
Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS)  

The preliminary unemployment rate rose from 7.3 percent (revised) in June to 7.6 percent 

(preliminary) in July 2012. The unemployment rate in July 2011 was 8.3 percent. 

 Over the year, the number of employed increased by 3,390 persons while the number of 
unemployed decreased by 460. This resulted in the preliminary unemployment rate falling 
by 0.7 percent over the year.  

 July 2012 initial claims for unemployment benefits in Whatcom County on a 
nonseasonally adjusted basis fell to 1,175 in July from 1,192 in June 2012.      

 https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-
reports/industry-trends 

 

 

Whatcom County Local Area Payroll Jobs (Current Employment Statics) 

Data: https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/eeis-tools/labor-area-summaries 

Unemployment Rate, Not Seasonally Adjusted  

Area 12-Jul 12-Jun 11-Jul 

USA 8.5 8.4  9.3 

WA 8.4 8.3 9.0 

Whatcom 7.6 7.3 8.3 

Skagit 8.8 9.0 9.5 

Island 8.2 8.2 9.0 

San Juan 4.7 4.8 5.3 

Snohomish 8.8 8.3 9.6 

http://stats.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/empsit.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/economic-reports/monthly-employment-report
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/economic-reports/monthly-employment-report
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/agricultural-employment-and-wage-report
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/agricultural-employment-and-wage-report
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/industry-trends
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/industry-trends
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/eeis-tools/labor-area-summaries
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The growth of nonfarm private payroll jobs located in Whatcom County in July was up 2.0 

percent (1,600 jobs), from July 2011 to July 2012.  

 All of this year-to-date growth was seen in the private sector as government shed jobs  
month-after-month.  Sector-by-sector the largest private gains were in goods producing 
with 600 jobs added in natural resources and mining and 300 in manufacturing.   

 Private Service providing sectors, including retail trade and financial activities, also 
measured net gains.  

 Month-to-month the jobs picture in Whatcom was volatile with most losses in the public 
sector, but some improvement in professional and business services.   

 

Skagit County 
Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS)  

The preliminary unemployment rate fell from 9.0 percent (revised) in June to 8.8 percent 

(preliminary) in July 2012. The unemployment rate in July 2011 was 9.5 percent. 

 Over the year, the number of employed increased by 1,060 persons while the number of 
unemployed decreased by 330. This resulted in the preliminary unemployment rate falling 
by 0.2 percent over the year.  

 July 2012 initial claims for unemployment benefits in Skagit County on a nonseasonally 
adjusted basis increased slightly to 838 from 725 in June 2012.   

 To obtain the latest initial claims data for individual or all industries, go to the ESD 
website link below then select area and industry from the pull-down menus and then click 
on the UI claims graph for the data points.  

 

Skagit County Local Area Payroll Jobs (Current Employment Statics) 
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Nonfarm job growth in Skagit County increased by 2.3 percent or approximately 1,000 positions 

between July 2011 and July 2012.   

 Following state trends, the majority of these positions were in the private sector with 
gains seen in goods producing and private services such as trade, transportation and 
utilities. Contradicting national and state trends, year-to-date figures show an increase 
in government positions (400). 

 The month-to-month data between June and July 2012 noted aggregate job losses, 
with private sector gains being overshadowed by public sector losses.  

 
 

Island County  
Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS)  

The preliminary unemployment rate remained steady at 8.2 percent (revised) in June and 8.2 

percent (preliminary) in July 2012. The unemployment rate in July 2011 was 9.0 percent. 

 Over the year, the number of employed increased by 300 people while the number of 
unemployed decreased by 240. This resulted in the preliminary unemployment rate falling 
by 0.8 percent over the year.  

 July 2012 initial claims for unemployment benefits in Island County on a nonseasonally 
adjusted basis fell to 282 in June from 273 in July 2012.   

 To obtain the latest initial claims data for individual or all industries, go to the ESD 
website link below then select area and industry from the pull-down menus and then click 
on the UI claims graph for the data points. 
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-
reports/industry-trends 

 

Island County Local Area Payroll Jobs (Current Employment Statics) 

https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/eeis-tools/labor-area-summaries
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/industry-trends
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/industry-trends
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Data: https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/eeis-tools/labor-area-summaries 

 
The table above shows for details on changes of payroll jobs in Island County. Total nonfarm 

jobs based in Island County decreased by 110 positions over the year for a loss of 0.7 percent. 

Over the month, jobs were down by 100 positions.  

 While the overall number of positions were eliminated inside the county there were some 
bright spots of jobs growth. Goods producing positions were up slightly by 30 positions 
and transportation and warehousing also noted gains.  

 Government continued to drop positions with 80 jobs at the state and local level lost since 
June 2012 and 230 positions eliminated since last year.  
 

 

San Juan County 
Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS)  

The preliminary unemployment rate fell from 4.8 percent (revised) in June to 4.7 percent 

(preliminary) in July 2012. The unemployment rate in July 2011 was 5.3 percent. 

 Over the year, the number of employed decreased by 180 persons while the number of 
unemployed decreased by 70. This resulted in the preliminary unemployment rate falling 
by 0.1 percent over the year. An increase in the labor force explains these seemingly 
contradictory trends. 

 July 2012 initial claims for unemployment benefits in San Juan County on a 
nonseasonally adjusted basis remained steady at 26 in July from 27 in June 2012.   

 To obtain the latest initial claims data for individual or all industries, go to the ESD 
website link below then select area and industry from the pull-down menus and then click 
on the UI claims graph for the data points. 
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-
reports/industry-trends 

 

https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/eeis-tools/labor-area-summaries
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/industry-trends
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/industry-trends
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San Juan County Local Area Payroll Jobs (Current Employment Statics) 

Data: https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/eeis-tools/labor-area-summaries 
 

 

 

 

See table above for details on changes of payroll jobs. Total nonfarm jobs based in San Juan 

County increased by 200 positions for a loss of 3.2 percent over the year.  

  Unlike trends throughout the state, private sector job losses have accounted for the 
majority of the decline on both the year-to-date figures and the month-over-month data. 

 

 

 
*http://www.bls.gov/bls/glossary.htm#N 
Seasonally adjusted  

Seasonal adjustment removes the effects of events that follow a more or less regular pattern each year. 
These adjustments make it easier to observe the cyclical and other nonseasonal movements in a data 
series. 

Not seasonally adjusted 
This term is used to describe data series that have not been subjected to the seasonal adjustment process. 
In other words, the effects of regular or seasonal patterns have not been removed from these series. 

 

https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/eeis-tools/labor-area-summaries

