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Executive Summary 
 
 On a seasonally adjusted basis, 

preliminary estimates from the 

federal Bureau of Labor Statistics 

(BLS) indicate that Washington 

added 10,200 jobs from May to 

June 2012. BLS estimates the 

private sector added 12,000 jobs 

over the month and the public 

sector lost 1,800 jobs. BLS 

estimates from June 2011 to June 

2012 show a total job gain of 

58,400 for the state. Over the year, 

the private sector added an 

estimated 64,800 jobs, while the public 

sector lost an estimated 6,300 jobs.   
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Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS)  

 Table 1** shows declines in the 
unemployment rates in most state areas 
since May 2012.   

o Most counties showed private 
sector job gains. 

o Labor force rates remained 
relatively stable with growth in 
some areas. 

o Growth in the labor force may 
indicate return of discouraged 
workers to the labor market.  

 For more details by county, see the separate county sections below. 
 

 

 

 

Review of National Labor Markets 

For the National Employment Situation Report for June 2012 please use the following link: 

http://www.bls.gov/news.release/laus.nr0.htm 

 

Review of State Labor Market 

For the Washington State Employment Situation Report for June 2012 please use the following link: 

https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/economic-reports/monthly-employment-

report 
 

Agriculture Employment and Wage Report 

https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/agricultural-

employment-and-wage-report 
 

 

 

  

Unemployment Rate Not Seasonally Adjusted

Area June-12 May-12 June-11

USA 8.4 7.9 9.3

WA 8.2 8.4 9.4

Whatcom 7.5 7.7 8.4

Skagit 9.2 9.6 10.1

Island 8.3 8.5 9.3

San Juan 5.6 6.4 6.5

Snohomish 8.3 7.9 9.9

Table 1

https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/economic-reports/monthly-employment-report
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/economic-reports/monthly-employment-report
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/agricultural-employment-and-wage-report
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/agricultural-employment-and-wage-report
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Whatcom County 
 

Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS)  

The preliminary unemployment rate fell from 7.7 percent (revised) in May to 7.5 percent (preliminary) in 

June 2012. The unemployment rate in June 2011 was 8.4 percent. 

 Over the year, the number of employed increased by approximately 4,530 people. This resulted 
in the preliminary unemployment rate falling by .9 percent over the year.  

 June 2012 initial claims for unemployment benefits in Whatcom County on a nonseasonally 
adjusted basis fell from 1,414 in May to 1,192 in June 2012.  Continuing claims stayed relatively 
steady at 2,438 in June 2012 down from 2,666 in May of this year.  

 To obtain the latest initial claims data for individual or all industries, go to the ESD website link 
below then select area and industry from the pull-down menus and then click on the UI claims 
graph for the data points. https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-

reports/industry-trends 
 

 

Whatcom County Local Area Payroll Jobs (Current Employment Statics) 

Data: https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/eeis-tools/labor-area-summaries 

 

 

https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/industry-trends
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/industry-trends
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/eeis-tools/labor-area-summaries
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 Since June of last year the job market has continued to rebound with an increase of over 3,200 
positions since June 2011.  

 Continuing a national, state and local trend, public sector positions were shed in June 2012.  
About 1.2 percent of all government positions in the county have been eliminated since this 
period last year. With the state sector seeing a 5.4 percent drop since last year. 

 Positive news in private sector job growth is recording a 5.3 percent increase in jobs from June 
2011 to June 2012.  Some of the biggest gains were seen in trade, transportation and utilities, 
and manufacturing. 

 While the unemployment figure for the area decreased by 0.2 percent since last month, 
concurrently the number of nonfarm jobs increased in the county by 900 positions since May 
2012.  This represents a gain of 1,300 private sector jobs and a decrease of approximately 400 
public sector jobs. 

 

 

Skagit County 
Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS)  

The preliminary unemployment rate decreased from 9.6 percent (revised) in May to 9.2 percent 

(preliminary) in June 2012. The unemployment rate in June 2011 was 10.1 percent. 

 Over the year, the number of employed increased by approximately 680 individuals. This 
resulted in the preliminary unemployment rate falling by 0.9 percent over the year.  

 June 2012 initial claims for unemployment benefits in Skagit County on a nonseasonally adjusted 
basis fell from 904 in May to 725 in June 2012.  Continuing claims stayed relatively flat at 1,626 in 
June 2012 down from 1,792 in May of this year.  

 To obtain the latest initial claims data for individual or all industries, go to the ESD website link 
below then select area and industry from the pull-down menus and then click on the UI claims 
graph for the data points. https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-

reports/industry-trends 
 

Skagit County Local Area Payroll Jobs (Current Employment Statics) 

Data: https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/eeis-tools/labor-area-summaries 

 

https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/industry-trends
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/industry-trends
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/eeis-tools/labor-area-summaries
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 Skagit County job creation in June was fairly robust with 900 new nonfarm positions in place 
since June 2012 and 1,000 new jobs year-over-year.  This represented 1,000 private sectors and a 
drop in 100 government positions in aggregate.  

 All of the growth in June was generated by the private sector with healthy gains seen in goods 
producing (200) divided relatively evenly between natural resources and mining, and the 
manufacturing sectors. 

 Private sector service jobs gain approximately 800 positions with leisure and hospitality adding 
close to 100 new positions as well as 100 positions in retail. 

 

 

Island County  
Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS)  

The preliminary unemployment rate decreased from 8.5 percent (revised) in May to 8.3 percent 

(preliminary) in June 2012. The unemployment rate in June 2011 was 9.3 percent. 

 Over the year, the number of employed increased approximately 210 people. However due to 
changes in the civilian labor force the not seasonally adjusted unemployment rate for the county 
dropped by 1 percent over the year.   

 June 2012 initial claims for unemployment benefits in Island County on a nonseasonally adjusted 
basis increased from 254 in May to 282 in June 2012.  Continuing claims dropped to 582 in June 
2012 down from 630 in May of this year.  

 Over the year, the number of employed increased by approximately 210. This resulted in the 
preliminary unemployment rate falling by 1 percent over the year. This is related to the increase 
in the civilian labor force. 



NORTHWEST WASHINGTON LABOR MARKET REVIEW FOR JUNE 2012 

6 

 

 To obtain the latest initial claims data for individual or all industries, go to the ESD website link 
below then select area and industry from the pull-down menus and then click on the UI claims 
graph for the data points. https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-

reports/industry-trends 
 

Island County Local Area Payroll Jobs (Current Employment Statics) 

Data: https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/eeis-tools/labor-area-summaries 

 
 

See table above for details on changes of payroll jobs. Total nonfarm jobs based in Island County 

remained relatively flat. Over the month, jobs were up by 50 positions.  This represents a change of less 

than one percent over the month. The good news was that 130 private sector positions were created.  

 

 The big news in Island County was a loss of 80 additional public sector jobs bringing the total to 
120 since June 2011.  

 Manufacturing added 20 positions since the prior month while the natural resources and mining 
sector also noted 20 new positions over the same period.  
 

 

 

San Juan County 
Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS)  

The preliminary unemployment rate fell from 6.4 percent (revised) in May to 5.6 percent (preliminary) in 

June 2012. The unemployment rate in June 2011 was 6.5 percent. 

https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/industry-trends
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/industry-trends
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/eeis-tools/labor-area-summaries
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 Over the year, the number of employed increased by approximately 140 persons. This resulted in 
the preliminary unemployment rate falling by 0.9 point over the year.  

 June 2012 initial claims for unemployment benefits in San Juan County on a nonseasonally 
adjusted basis fell from 54 in May to 27 in June 2012.  Continuing claims stayed relatively steady 
at 102 in June 2012 down from 139 in May of this year.  

 To obtain the latest initial claims data for individual or all industries, go to the ESD website link 
below then select area and industry from the pull-down menus and then click on the UI claims 
graph for the data points. https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-

reports/industry-trends 
 

San Juan County Local Area Payroll Jobs (Current Employment Statics) 

Data: https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/eeis-tools/labor-area-summaries 
 

 

 

See table above for details on changes of payroll jobs. Total nonfarm jobs based in San Juan County 

increased by 50 positions for a gain of 0.9 percent over the year. The seasonal hiring in the nonfarm 

sector in June noted 420 new positions in the county since last month, with all but 30 recorded in the 

private sector.  

 Private sector jobs data on the table above recorded an annual gain of 1.7 percent.   

 Month-over-month the majority of job gains were in the private service sector. 
 

 

**Data included in this report are estimates and subject to change or revision. 

https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/industry-trends
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/industry-trends
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/eeis-tools/labor-area-summaries

