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Executive Summary 
 

On a seasonally adjusted basis, preliminary estimates from the Federal Bureau of Labor 

Statistics (BLS) indicate Washington added 6,700 jobs from September 2012 to October 2012. 

BLS estimates the private sector added 9,600 jobs over the month and the public sector lost 

2,900 jobs. Washington’s preliminary seasonally adjusted unemployment rate for October 2012 

fell to 8.2 percent. The estimated September 2012 unemployment rate of 8.5 percent was 

unchanged. The October 2011 unemployment rate was 8.9 percent. On a nonseasonally 

adjusted basis, BLS estimates from October 2011 to October 2012 show a total job gain of 

54,900 for the state. Over the year, the private sector added an estimated 57,000 jobs, while the 

public sector lost an estimated 2,100 jobs.  

BLS estimates of 

monthly job gains 

and losses are 

based on a survey 

of businesses. 

Preliminary 

estimates are 

subject to revision. 

September 2012 

jobs revisions: 

September’s 

preliminary 

estimated gain of 

1,200 jobs was 

revised to a gain of 

6,600 jobs. The 

figure titled 

Unemployment 

Rate, Not Seasonally Adjusted*, shows a mix of increases and decreases throughout the 

geographic areas of focus.  
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The resident civilian labor force is the total number of people in the workforce, employed and 

unemployed, ages 16 and up. The number of unemployed is the estimated number of people 

who currently do not have a job, are available for work and have actively looked for work in the 

last four weeks.  

The unemployment rate is the ratio 

of the estimated number of 

unemployed divided by the civilian 

labor force. The BLS estimates 

Washington’s preliminary seasonally 

adjusted unemployment rate for 

October 2012 was 8.2 percent. The 

preliminary September 

unemployment rate of 8.5 percent 

was unchanged. According to BLS 

estimates, the number of jobless 

people who were actively seeking 

work fell by 11,060 in October 

compared to September. At the same time, the number of employed workers fell by an 

estimated 920. Overall, this amounted to a drop of 11,980 people in the labor force. The 

preliminary October 2012 unemployment rate is 0.7 percentage points below the October 2011 

rate of 8.9 percent. 

*Note: Seasonal adjustment removes the effects of events that follow a more or less regular 

pattern each year. These adjustments make it easier to observe the cyclical and other 

nonseasonal movements in a data series. 

 

Review of National Labor Markets 

For the National Employment Situation Report for October 2012 please use the following link: 

http://stats.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/empsit.pdf 

Review of State Labor Market 

For the Washington State Employment Situation Report for October 2012 please use the 

following link: https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/economic-

reports/monthly-employment-report 
 

Agriculture Employment and Wage Report 

Each month, at least 15 percent of all agricultural producers are surveyed to gather information 

about the number of seasonal workers employed, types of crops, work activities and wages.  

https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/agricultural-

employment-and-wage-report 
 

  

Unemployment rate (Non Seasonally Adjusted) by percent 

Area 12-Oct 12-Sep 11-Oct 
Year-to-Year 
Change 

USA 7.5 7.6 8.5 -1.0 

WA 7.2 7.7 8.4 -1.2 

Whatcom 6.4 6.9 7.4 -1.0 

Skagit 8.1 8.3 8.8 -0.7 

Island 7.3 7.6 8.3 -1.0 

San Juan 5.1 5.2 6.2 -1.1 

Snohomish 7.1 7.6 8.6 -1.5 

http://stats.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/empsit.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/economic-reports/monthly-employment-report
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/economic-reports/monthly-employment-report
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/agricultural-employment-and-wage-report
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/agricultural-employment-and-wage-report
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Whatcom County 

Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS)  

The preliminary unemployment rate in Whatcom County (not seasonally adjusted) fell from 6.9 
percent (revised) in September to 6.4 percent (preliminary) in October 2012. The unemployment 
rate in October 2011 was 7.4 percent.  

 Compared to October, 2011, the number of people counted as ‘employed’ increased by 
4,280 and the number of people counted as ‘unemployed’ or actively seeking work 
decreased by 830. The rising employment and falling unemployment pushed the 
unemployment rate down to the current reading of 6.4 percent.  

 October 2012 initial claims for unemployment benefits in Whatcom County (not 
seasonally adjusted) rose from 1,012 in September to 1,363 in October 2012. The largest 
number of claims was filed by persons in construction-related occupations.  

 For more detail see https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-
publications/industry-reports/industry-trends  

 For more detail see https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-
publications/industry-reports/industry-trends 

 

 

Whatcom County Local Area Payroll Jobs (Current Employment Statics) 
Data: https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/eeis-tools/labor-area-summaries 

 
The growth of nonfarm private payroll jobs in Whatcom County in October expanded by 2,200 
jobs compared to September 2012. Year-over-year, the number of nonfarm jobs is up by 2.7 
percent or 2,200 positions.  

https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/industry-trends
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/industry-trends
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/eeis-tools/labor-area-summaries
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 Year-over-year job gains were primarily in the private sector. Private sector employers 
added 2,400 positions since October 2011; a 3.7 percent increase.  

 One month changes from September 2012 to October 2012 were primarily in the public 
sector; particularly in state and local payrolls. This is a reflection of the academic 
calendar, as K-12 and post-secondary schools welcome students and staff back from 
summer vacations. 

Skagit County 

Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS)  

The preliminary unemployment rate decreased from 8.3 percent (revised) in September to 8.1 
percent (preliminary) in October 2012. The unemployment rate in October 2011 was 8.8 
percent.  

 From October 2011 to October 2012, the number of employed increased by 940 persons 
while the number of unemployed fell by 410.  

 October 2012 initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits in Skagit County on a 
not seasonally adjusted basis increased from 680 in September to 1059 in October 2012.  

 To obtain the latest initial claims data for individual or all industries, go to the ESD 
website link below then select area and industry from the pull-down menus and then click 
on the UI claims graph for the data points.  

 For more detail see https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-
publications/industry-reports/industry-trends  

 

Skagit County Local Area Payroll Jobs (Current Employment Statics) 
Data: https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/eeis-tools/labor-area-summaries 

 

https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/eeis-tools/labor-area-summaries
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Nonfarm job growth in Skagit County increased by 2.0 percent, or approximately 900 positions, 

between October 2011 and October 2012.  

 Private sector employers added 600 new jobs year-over-year, accompanied by an 
increase of 300 jobs by the public sector, primarily in local and state government.  

Island County  

Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS)  

The preliminary unemployment rate decreased from 7.6 percent (revised) in September to 7.3 

percent (preliminary) in October 2012. The unemployment rate in October 2011 was 8.3 

percent. 

 Year-over-year, the number of employed increased by 50 people while the number of 
unemployed decreased by 350. This resulted in the preliminary unemployment rate falling 
by 12 percent over the year.  

 Initial claims for unemployment benefits in Island County on a nonseasonally adjusted 
basis increased from 222 in September 2012 to 333 in October.  

 To obtain the latest initial claims data for individual or all industries, go to the ESD 
website link below then select area and industry from the pull-down menus and then click 
on the UI claims graph for the data points. 

 For more detail see https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-
publications/industry-reports/industry-trends 

 

Island County Local Area Payroll Jobs (Current Employment Statics) 
Data: https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/eeis-tools/labor-area-summaries 

 

https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/industry-trends
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/industry-trends
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/eeis-tools/labor-area-summaries
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See table above for details on changes of payroll jobs. Total nonfarm jobs based in Island 

County decreased by an estimated 20 positions over the year, or 0.3 percent. Between 

September and October 2012, the jobs numbers remained relatively flat.  

 There were no private job sector gains, with the exception being in retail trade and 
transportation and warehousing, month-over-month. Unlike trends in other counties, 
Island County noted a slight increase in public sector positions.   

 Since last year, job growth has been slow, but steady in the private sector with about a 1 
percent gain in jobs since October 2011. Wholesale trade has seen the largest increase 
with a gain of 14.3 percent year-over-year. 

San Juan County 

Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS)  

The preliminary unemployment rate decreased to 5.1 percent (preliminary) in October 2012 from 

to 5.2 percent (revised) in the previous month. The unemployment rate in October 2011 was 6.2 

percent. 

 Over the year, the number of employed increased by 180persons while the number of 
unemployed decreased by 80. This resulted in the preliminary unemployment rate falling 
by 1.1 percent over the year.  

 Initial claims for unemployment benefits in San Juan County on a nonseasonally adjusted 
basis increased from 33 in September 2012 to 102 in October.  

 To obtain the latest initial claims data for individual or all industries, go to the ESD 
website link below then select area and industry from the pull-down menus and then click 
on the UI claims graph for the data points.  

 For more detail see https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-
publications/industry-reports/industry-trends 

 

San Juan County Local Area Payroll Jobs (Current Employment Statics) 
Data: https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/eeis-tools/labor-area-summaries 
 

 

https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/industry-trends
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/industry-trends
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/eeis-tools/labor-area-summaries
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See table above for details on changes of payroll jobs. Total nonfarm jobs based in San Juan 

County increased by 220 positions for a gain of 4.2 percent between October 2011 and October 

2012.  

 With a relatively small labor market and geographic distance from the I-5 corridor, the 
jobs picture on the four main islands of San Juan County remains relatively static. Total 
private sector jobs were estimated at 4,470 in October 2012, down slightly from the 
previous month in aggregate, but up slightly from the same period last year. The one 
bright spot being improvements in private sector service positions.  

 

 

 


