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Executive Summary 
 
Washington’s unemployment rate 

headed back down in September, 

while the number of jobs 

continued to climb, according to 

the state Employment Security 

Department.  

The estimated unemployment rate 

was 8.5 percent, down from an 

estimate of 8.6 percent in August. 

At the same time, jobs grew by an 

estimated 1,200 in September. 

The initially estimated loss of 

1,100 jobs in August has been 

revised to a gain of 2,500.  

“The revision to the August job numbers shows why it’s risky to place too much importance on 

preliminary estimates, or on one month of numbers,” said Joe Elling, chief labor economist for 

Employment Security. “The trend 

over the past 31 months shows 

an increasing rate of job growth.” 

As an example, in January 

through September of 2011, 

31,600 jobs were added in 

Washington, while an estimated 

52,300 jobs have been added in 

the first nine months of 2012. 

Industries with the most 

estimated job gains in September 

were leisure and hospitality, up 

3,900 jobs, and government, with 

a gain of 2,700.  Most of the 

government job gains were in 
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Area 12-Sep 12-Aug 11-Sep

Year-to-

Year 

Change

USA 7.6 8.2 8.8 -1.2

WA 7.7 8.5 8.6 -0.9

Whatcom 7.0 7.7 7.7 -0.7

Skagit 8.5 9.3 9.1 -0.6

Island 7.8 8.5 8.6 -0.8

San Juan 5.3 5.1 5.3 0.0

Snohomish 7.6 8.3 8.8 -1.2

Unemployment Rate (Non Seasonally Adjusted) by Percent

education, while employment in state agencies dropped by another 1,000. 

Industries with seasonally adjusted job losses included manufacturing, down 1,300; retail trade, 

down 1,100; other services, down 900; transportation, warehousing and utilities, down 900; 

wholesale trade, down 900; and financial activities, with a loss of 500 jobs.  

In September, an estimated 296,000 people (seasonally adjusted) in Washington were 

unemployed and looking for work. That includes 126,080 who claimed unemployment benefits 

last month. 

Also in September, 3,223 unemployed workers ran out of unemployment benefits, bringing the 

total to 111,892 since extended benefits were activated in July 2008. 

 

Local Area Employment Statistics (LAUS)   

The figure titled Unemployment Rate, Not Seasonally Adjusted*, shows a mix of increases and 

decreases throughout the geographic areas of focus.  

Review of National Labor Markets 

For the National Employment Situation 

Report for September 2012 please use 

the following link: 

http://www.bls.gov/news.release/em

psit.nr0.htm 

Review of State Labor Market 

For the Washington State Employment 

Situation Report for September 2012 

please use the following link: 

https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/economic-

reports/monthly-employment-report 
 

 

Agriculture Employment and Wage Report 

Each month, at least 15 percent of all agricultural producers are surveyed to gather information 

about the number of seasonal workers employed, types of crops, work activities and wages.  

https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/agricultural-

employment-and-wage-report 
 

  

http://www.bls.gov/news.release/empsit.nr0.htm
http://www.bls.gov/news.release/empsit.nr0.htm
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/agricultural-employment-and-wage-report
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/agricultural-employment-and-wage-report
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Whatcom County 

Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS)  

The preliminary unemployment rate fell from 7.6 percent (revised) in August to 7.1 percent 

(preliminary) in September 2012. The unemployment rate in September 2011 was 7.7 percent. 

 Over the year, the number of employed increased by 3,300 persons while the number of 
unemployed decreased by 490. This resulted in the preliminary unemployment rate falling 
by 6 percent over the year.  

 September 2012 initial claims for unemployment benefits in Whatcom County on a 
nonseasonally adjusted basis fell from 1,067 in August to 1,012 in September 2012.    

 For more detail see https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-
publications/industry-reports/industry-trends 

 

 

Whatcom County Local Area Payroll Jobs (Current Employment Statics) 

Data: https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/eeis-tools/labor-area-summaries 

 

The growth of nonfarm private payroll jobs located in Whatcom County in September grew by 

1,100 jobs as compared to August 2012.  Year-over-year the number of nonfarm jobs are up by 

4.2 percent or 3,300 positions.  

 Job gains reflected year-over-year between September 2012 and September 2011 were 
mainly shown in the private sector with a gain of over 3,000 positions.   

 Month-over-month, from August 2012 to September 2012, private goods producing 
sectors noted some gains but the majority of new positions were in the public sector.  

https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/industry-trends
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/industry-trends
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/eeis-tools/labor-area-summaries
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Skagit County 

Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS)  

The preliminary unemployment rate increased from 9.1 percent (revised) in August to 8.5 

percent (preliminary) in September 2012. The unemployment rate in September 2011 was 9.1 

percent. 

 Over the year, the number of employed increased by 560 persons while the number of 
unemployed decreased by 340. This resulted in the preliminary unemployment rate falling 
by 6.5 percent over the year.  

 September 2012 initial claims for unemployment benefits in Skagit County on a 
nonseasonally adjusted basis increased ever so slightly from 672 in August to 680 in 
September 2012.  

 To obtain the latest initial claims data for individual or all industries, go to the ESD 
website link below then select area and industry from the pull-down menus and then click 
on the UI claims graph for the data points.   

 For more detail see https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-
publications/industry-reports/industry-trends 

 

Skagit County Local Area Payroll Jobs (Current Employment Statics) 

Data: https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/eeis-tools/labor-area-summaries 

 

 
Nonfarm job growth in Skagit County increased by 2.5 percent ,or approximately 1,100 

positions, between September 2011 and September 2012.  

 Private sector jobs showed gains in the labor situation with 1,000 new jobs year-over-
year, accompanied by a 100 job gain in the public sector, mainly in local employment. 

https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/industry-trends
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/industry-trends
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/eeis-tools/labor-area-summaries
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 A continued bright spot, year-over-year is the natural resources and mining sector, 
which includes construction, which saw a 13.3 percent gains in position since 
September 2011. 

 Between August 2012 and September 2012, all private sectors were flat, however, 
jobs in the public sector were estimated to gain 100 positions month-over-month. 

 

Island County  

Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS)  

The preliminary unemployment rate decreased from 8.4 percent (revised) in August to 7.8 

percent (preliminary) in September 2012. The unemployment rate in September 2011 was 8.6 

percent. 

 Over the year, the number of employed increased by 30 people while the number of 
unemployed decreased by 280. This resulted in the preliminary unemployment rate falling 
by 9.4 percent over the year.  

 Initial claims for unemployment benefits in Island County on a non seasonally adjusted 
basis increased from 182 in August to 222 in September 2012.  

 To obtain the latest initial claims data for individual or all industries, go to the ESD 
website link below then select area and industry from the pull-down menus and then click 
on the UI claims graph for the data points. 

 For more detail see https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-
publications/industry-reports/industry-trends 

 

Island County Local Area Payroll Jobs (Current Employment Statics) 

Data: https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/eeis-tools/labor-area-summaries 

 

https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/industry-trends
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/industry-trends
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/eeis-tools/labor-area-summaries
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See table above for details on changes of payroll jobs. Total nonfarm jobs based in Island 

County increased by an estimated 10 positions over the year for a gain of 0.1 percent. Over the 

month, the jobs numbers remained flat.  

 Private sector growth in the county was mixed with gains and losses in various sectors 
leading to an aggregate loss of 50 positions between August and September 2012.  Jobs 
at the federal, state, and local level have been cut by 110 positions year-over-year in 
September contributing to a 2.4 percent loss for the year.  

San Juan County 

Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS)  

The preliminary unemployment rate increased to 5.3 percent (preliminary) in September 2012 

from to 5.0 percent (revised) in the previous month. The unemployment rate in September 2011 

was 5.5 percent. 

 Over the year, the number of employed decreased by 460 persons while the number of 
unemployed decreased by 40. This resulted in the preliminary unemployment rate falling 
by 5.2 percent over the year. A decrease in the labor force could explain some of these 
trends. 

 Initial claims for unemployment benefits in San Juan County on a non seasonally 
adjusted basis remained basically unchanged at 29 in August 2012 to 33 in September 
2012.  

 To obtain the latest initial claims data for individual or all industries, go to the ESD 
website link below then select area and industry from the pull-down menus and then click 
on the UI claims graph for the data points.  

 For more detail see  https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-
publications/industry-reports/industry-trends 

 

San Juan County Local Area Payroll Jobs (Current Employment Statics) 

Data: https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/eeis-tools/labor-area-summaries 
 

 

 
 

https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/industry-trends
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/industry-trends
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/eeis-tools/labor-area-summaries


Page 7 Northwest Washington Labor Area Summary for September 2012 - Washington State Employment Security 

Department: Labor Market and Economic Analysis. Data included subject to revision. 

 

See table above for details on changes of payroll jobs. Total nonfarm jobs based in San Juan 

County decreased by 340 positions for a loss of 5.9 percent over the year.  

 With the end of the tourism season, there were some major changes in the overall picture 
in San Juan County’s labor market between August 2012 and September 2012. The 
private service providing sector saw a drop of 520 positions month-over-moth, while the 
goods producing sector also noted decreases.    

 

 


