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 On a seasonally adjusted basis, 

preliminary estimates from the 

federal Bureau of Labor 

Statistics (BLS) indicate 

nonfarm employment in 

Washington fell by 8,100 from 

September 2013 to October 

2013. BLS estimates the private 

sector lost 8,300 jobs over the 

month and the public sector 

gained 200 jobs. 

 

On a not seasonally adjusted 

basis, estimates for October 

2012 to October 2013 indicate 

an increase in employment of 

48,700 for the state. Over the 

year the private sector added 47,600 jobs while the public sector added an estimated 1,100 jobs. 

 

Washington’s preliminary 

seasonally adjusted 

unemployment rate for 

October 2013 is 7.0 

percent. The revised 

estimated September 2013 

unemployment rate was at 

6.9 percent. The October 

2012 unemployment rate 

was 7.8 percent. 

 

BLS estimates of monthly 

job gains and losses are 

based on a survey of businesses. Preliminary estimates are subject to revision. 

  



Review of National Labor Markets 
For the current National Employment Situation Report, please use the following link: 
http://stats.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/empsit.pdf 

 
Review of State Labor Market 
For current and historical Washington State Monthly Employment Reports, please use the following 
link: https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/economic-
reports/monthly-employment-report 

 
Agriculture Employment and Wage Report 
Each month, ESD surveys agricultural producers to gather information about the number of 
seasonal workers employed, types of crops, work activities and wages. 
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/industry-reports/agricultural-
employment-and-wage-report 

 

Labor Area Summaries 
Tables and graphs of monthly employment and labor force data can be found for each county in 
Washington state by following this link. https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-
publications/regional-reports/labor-area-summaries 

 
 

 
Whatcom County 
 
Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS) 
The unemployment rate in Whatcom County (not seasonally adjusted) expanded 0.1 percent from 
6.0 percent in September (revised) to 6.1 percent (preliminary) in October. For comparison, the 
unemployment rate in October 2012 was 6.5 percent. Overall, the unemployment rate continues to 
decline in Whatcom County 

 Compared to October 2012, the number of people counted as ‘employed’ decreased by 530 
and the number of people counted as ‘unemployed’ or actively seeking work decreased by 
520. 

 Initial claims for unemployment benefits in Whatcom County (not seasonally adjusted) 
increased from 852 in August to 913 and then again to 1,197 in October. The largest number 
of new claims was filed by persons in construction-related occupations. 

 For more detail, see https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-
publications/regional-reports/numbers-and-trends 
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Whatcom County local area payroll jobs (Current Employment Statistics) 
 

 
 
Nonfarm payroll jobs in Whatcom County in October expanded by 1,900 compared to the previous 
month. Year-over-year, the tally of nonfarm jobs is up 4.1 percent or 3,400. 

 From September to October, the largest employment gains were reported in government 
(+1,500).This is not unexpected, as it signals the start of the academic year for public K-12 
and post-secondary education institutions. Gains were also reported in construction (+400) 
and trade transportation and utilities (+300). Jobs were shed from leisure and hospitality (-
300) and manufacturing (-200). Two sectors, financial activities and professional and 
business services neither expanded nor contracted over the month. 

 Year-over-year gains were reported in all major sectors in Whatcom County. The largest 
proportional gains were made in leisure and hospitality (8.0 percent) and manufacturing (5.6 
percent). 

 
 

  



Skagit County 

Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS) 
The unemployment rate in Skagit County (not seasonally adjusted) decreased from 7.5 percent in 
August to 7.0 percent (revised) in September. The unemployment rate then rose to 7.4 percent 
(preliminary) in October. For comparison, the unemployment rate in October 2012 was higher at 8.0 
percent. 

 Compared to October 2012, the number of people counted as ‘employed’ increased by 120 
and the number of people counted as ‘unemployed’ or actively seeking work fell by 350. 

 Initial claims for unemployment benefits in Skagit County (not seasonally adjusted) held 
steady from August to September and then increased from 598 to 851 in October. The 
largest number of claims was filed by persons in construction-related occupations. 

 For more detail, see https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-
publications/regional-reports/numbers-and-trends 

 

Skagit County local area payroll jobs (Current Employment Statistics) 
 

 
 
In October, Skagit County nonfarm payrolls expanded by an estimated 400 jobs compared to the 
previous month. Year-over-year, the tally of nonfarm jobs is up 2.2 percent or 1,000 jobs. 

 Private sector payrolls contracted by 200 and government employment increased by 600 in 
October. Losses were reported in Skagit County’s leisure and hospitality (-200) and 
manufacturing (-100) sectors. Construction and trade transportation and utilities (including 
retail) remained unchanged from month-to-month. 

 Over the year, all sectors reported employment gains. The largest proportional gains were 
made in manufacturing (+5.8 percent).  

https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-publications/regional-reports/numbers-and-trends
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Island County 

 
Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS) 
The unemployment rate in Island County (not seasonally adjusted) fell from 7.0 percent to 6.8 
percent in September (revised) and then increased to 7.3 percent (preliminary) in October. For 
comparison, the unemployment rate in October 2012 was 7.1 percent. 

 Compared to October 2012, the number of people counted as ‘employed’ dropped by 670 
and the number of people counted as ‘unemployed’ or actively seeking work expanded by 
10. 

 Initial claims for unemployment benefits in Island County (not seasonally adjusted) increased 
from 183 to 239 in September and then rose again to 299 in October. The largest number of 
claims was filed by persons in construction-related occupations. 

 For more detail, see https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-
publications/regional-reports/numbers-and-trends 

 
Island County local area payroll jobs (Current Employment Statistics) 
 

 
Nonfarm payroll jobs in Island County in October increased by 90 compared to the previous 
month. Year-over-year, the tally of nonfarm jobs was down by 0.3 percent or 40 jobs. 

 From September to October, employment gains were reported in state and local 
government. Losses were reported in construction and trade transportation and utilities. 
Large month-to-month gains in government are normal and expected this time of year, with 
the start of the school year. 

 Year-over-year gains were reported in state and local government, retail trade and 
information and financial services. Construction, manufacturing and federal government 
reported losses. 
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San Juan County 
 
Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS) 
The unemployment rate in San Juan County (not seasonally adjusted) expanded for two months in a 
row, from 4.3 percent to 4.6 percent (revised) in September and then up to 5.3 percent (preliminary) 
in October. For comparison, the unemployment rate in October 2012 was 4.9 percent. The October 
rise in unemployment was seasonally consistent with previous years. 

 Compared to October 2012, the number of people counted as ‘employed’ decreased by 890 
and the number of people counted as ‘unemployed’ or actively seeking work decreased by 
20. 

 Initial claims for unemployment benefits in San Juan County (not seasonally adjusted) 
expanded from 26 in August to 45 in September. In October, claims rose to 97. This is a 
normal seasonal rise in UI claims. The largest number of claims was filed by persons in food 
preparation and serving related occupations. 

 For more detail, see https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/reports-
publications/regional-reports/numbers-and-trends 

 

San Juan County local area payroll jobs (Current Employment Statistics) 
 

 
 
Nonfarm payroll jobs in San Juan County in October contracted by 500 compared to the previous 
month. Year-over-year, total nonfarm employment contracted by 110 or 2.1 percent. 

 From September to October, the private sector shed 530 jobs and the public sector added 
30. Large private sector losses are typical in the autumn months, as summer tourism dies 
down. Growth in the government sector was a result of public education staff returning to 
start the school year. All private industry sectors experienced losses over the month. 

 Over the year, San Juan County lot 110 jobs. Most of the jobs lost were from the 
government sector. Employment in trade transportation and utilities was also down over the 
year. Information and financial activities and natural resources and mining (a sector that 
includes construction) each added jobs. 
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